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I had listened imprudently to my ambition, I might,
by stretching a point, have touched her imperial knee
with mine. To be serious, her whole behaviour on the
occasion of Harriet's conge wasj infinitely gracious; and
as a humble retainer in her suite, I had the advantage
of receiving a share of that civility which was addressed
to her. The opportunity which our little voyage on
the lake gave me of observing so nearly so extraordinary
a woman was singular in the case of a traveller. Her
countenance and conversation are strongly marked with
understanding, and her manner is completely that of a
woman of fashion. She has the talent of doing two
things which are seldom done together. With the
greatest ease and civility in her behaviour, she never
loses any part of her dignity; and with the greatest
dignity I have ever seen in her manner, she puts her
company perfectly at their ease.

fi Sir James has sent for me, so I must abridge what
remains. We spent yesterday in driving to Admiral
Gregg's country-house, where we dined, seeing Peter-
hoff, &c.j &c., &c. Amongst the many things I saw
yesterday I can only name in my present hurry the
room furnished with the heads painted by Rotari1
at Peterhoff* I think you would pass your life there
contentedly. There are, I think, no less than 600
heads, one more beautiful than another, and in that
number a sufficient variety is preserved; their charac-

1 Botari, painter, born at Verona, 1707; became court painter at St.
Petersburg; died there in 1767. His best picture is said to be a
Eepose in .Egypt in the Dresden Gallery.
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